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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the 
United States before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent, or on an international application 
by another who has fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs (1 ), (2), and (4) of section 371 (c) of this 
title before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent. 

The changes made to 35 U.S.C. 102(e) by the American Inventors Protection Act 
of 1999 (AIPA) and the Intellectual Property and High Technology Technical 
Amendments Act of 2002 do not apply when the reference is a U.S. patent resulting 
directly or indirectly from an international application filed before November 29, 2000. 
Therefore, the prior art date of the reference is determined under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) prior 
to the amendment by the AIPA (pre-AlPA 35 U.S.C. 102(e)). 

1. Claims 7, 10 and 12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated 
by Marocco (US2004050618). 

With respect to claim 7 Marocco discloses a double flow exhaust system for an 
internal combustion engine, comprising: 

Exhaust carrying pipes (532a and 532b in figure 16), at least one muffler and 
catalyst housing, and a separate end muffler for each exhaust line (refer to figure 8 for 
illustration of the exhaust pathway, see separate end mufflers 528a and 528b in figure 
16), wherein the separate end mufflers are fluidically connected by at least one 
mountable connection pipe (530 in figure 16). 

With respect to claim 10 Marocco further discloses wherein a second connection 
pipe is provided between the separate end mufflers (refer to figure 16, connecting pipes 
530). 
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With respect to claim 12 Marocco further discloses wherein a catalyst is provided 
for each exhaust line, and is partially integrated or received in an end muffler housing 
(see figure 17 for internal components, see figure 16 for other limitations, refer also to 
abstract). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 8-9 and 13-15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Marocco (US2004050618) in view of DE 201 15656 (herein after 
DE'656). 

With respect to claims 8 and 13 Marocco discloses the double flow exhaust 
system according to claim 7. 

Marocco fails to disclose wherein the connection pipe is a T-pipe piece on which 
connecting pieces are connectable with the separate end muffler and a third connecting 
piece is usable as a discharge for exhaust gases to outside the engine. 

DE '656 discloses an double flow exhaust system (see figure 1 ) wherein a 
connection pipe is a T-pipe piece on which connecting pieces are connectable with 
separate mufflers and a third connecting piece is usable as a discharge for exhaust 
gases to outside the engine(inlets 12a and 12b in figure 1 , single outlet at 20 in figure 1 . 
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The mufflers are effectively separate given that the paths do not connect prior to the 
connecting pipe, and that the center is closed off form one to the other sides, refer to 
figure 3). 

At the time of the invention it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art to combine the teachings of DE '656 to have a single outlet following separate 
mufflers with the double flow exhaust system of Marocco. 

The motivation for doing so would have been to allow for the balancing of 
exhaust pulses from the engine into the exhaust outlet to optimize the exhaust flow. 

With respect to claims 9 and 14 Marocco as modified further discloses wherein a 
tail pipe cover is mountable on the third connecting pipe. As the third pipe as taught by 
DE '656 is a tail pipe, as it is after the mufflers, and is shown as a standard pipe, that is 
to say a circular pipe, a tail pipe cover would be mountable on the pipe, tail pipe covers 
are well known in the art. 

With respect to claim 15 Marocco further discloses wherein a second connection 
pipe is provided between the separate end mufflers (refer to figure 16, connecting pipes 
530). 

3. Claims 11 and 16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Marocco (US2004050618) in view of DE 201 15656 (herein after DE'656) as 
applied to claims 10 and 15 above, and further in view of Nording (US5907134). 

With respect to claims 1 1 and 16 Marocco as modified discloses a double flow 
exhaust system according to claims 10 and 15 wherein the second connecting pipe has 
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connecting pieces connected with a respective housing of the separate end mufflers 
(refer to the fact that the pipe 530 is connected to each housing). 

Marocco as modified fails to disclose wherein the ends of the connecting pieces 
are aligned and coverable by a joint sliding sleeve. 

Nording discloses, an exhaust pipe, comprising connecting pieces that are 
aligned and coverable by a joint sliding sleeve (16 in figure 1). 

At the time of the invention it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art to combine the teachings of Nording to use a joint sliding sleeve connection with 
the second connecting pipe of Marocco as modified to provide a sealed joint that allows 
for thermal expansion and misalignment. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Refer to form 892. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to FORREST M. PHILLIPS whose telephone number is 
(571)272-9020. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday 
8:30-5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Walter Benson can be reached on 5712722227. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

IF. M. P.I 

Examiner, Art Unit 2837 

/Jeffrey Donels/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2837 


